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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION WORKSHEET: 

RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS 

[RESOURCE BEING ANALYZED] 

Crane Point Vegetation Restoration 

Palouse Ranger District  

Nez Perce/Clearwater National Forest  

VERSION HISTORY: 

20150331 – Original version posted to R1 NEPA web 

20160720 – Updated to include “Description of Purpose & Need for the Proposed Action” section 

HOW TO USE THIS TEMPLATE 

Delete all of the blue or red italicized text prior to saving the final version of this template. Follow the 

prompts/direction for each section.  

Feel free to arrange the sections in a different order if that helps you better work through the 

worksheet (i.e. move regulatory framework to the end, move effects analysis before the extraordinary 

circumstances determination section etc.); however, continue to follow the prompts/direction for each 

section regardless of what order they are in. If you cut and paste sections, be sure to cut and paste the 

prompts/directions for that section as well. 

OBJECTIVE OF COMPLETING THIS TEMPLATE 

Categories of actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human 

environment can be excluded from documentation in an EA or EIS. Based on the Agency’s experience 

and knowledge, the responsible official can conclude that if the action fits within an identified category 

and analysis shows there are no extraordinary circumstances, then the action would not have significant 

effects. This template should help you document and demonstrate whether extraordinary circumstances 

exist for your resource. 

As the specialist, your job is to articulate the degree of the potential effect, which should be based on the 

existence of a cause-effect relationship between a proposed action and the potential impact on the 

resource. Identification of cause-effect relationships should also consider comments received during the 

scoping period. 

Description of Purpose & Need for the Proposed Action 

This section should be completed for any resource that is driving a component of the purpose and need 

(P&N). For instance, silviculture if addressing insect and disease situations is part of the P&N; wildlife 

and/or aquatics if habitat improvement is part of the P&N; fire/fuels if hazardous fuel reduction is part of 

the P&N etc. The description should be limited to your resource and in the context of existing vs. desired 

conditions. If your resource is not driving a component of the purpose and need, delete this section. 
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Description of the Proposed Action 

This section should be completed, or a standard description provided, by the team leader. 

[Describe the actions being proposed for the project.] 

Required Design Features  
List the design features required to implement the proposed action in order to comply with the regulatory 

framework for your resource and/or reduce risk of effects identified in analysis. Describe where, when 

and how the design feature needs to be applied and/or what conditions would trigger the need to apply 

the design feature. Also be sure to explain how effective the design feature is – this can be a quantitative 

or qualitative explanation. Add or delete lines as needed. 

The following design features are required to ensure compliance with the regulatory framework for this 

resource and/or to reduce the risk of adverse impacts to this resource. A description is provided as to 

when, where and how the design feature should be applied and/or what conditions would trigger the need 

to apply the design feature. 

1. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

2. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

3. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

4. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

5. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

6. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

7. [Design Feature] 



Go to http://fsweb.r1.fs.fed.us/em/nepa_web/templates_checklists.html#TemplatesGuides to ensure you 

are using the most recent version of this template (see Version History)! 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

8. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

9. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

10. [Design Feature] 

Anticipated Effectiveness: [Quantitative or qualitative explanation of how effective the design feature 

is likely to be based on past experience and/or monitoring.] 

Cause-Effect Relationship 

After considering the proposed actions, to include the design features that would be applied, does the 

proposed action cause an effect on your resource? List the cause-effect relationship(s) that pertains to 

your resource.  

If a cause-effect relationship would have existed but is eliminated by application of a design feature, 

you could clarify this if you believe it would provide helpful context for the Responsible Official’s 

decision rationale. For those dealing with species analysis, you could also clarify reasons why a cause-

effect relationship might not exist for certain species (e.g. suitable habitat not found in the project area, 

species not present in the project area etc.). 

Remember, identification of cause-effect relationships should also consider comments received during the 

scoping period. Avoid hypothetical discussions of possible effects that cannot be clearly tied to actions 

being proposed and their impact on the resource.  

[List and describe the cause-effect relationship of the proposed action on your resource.] 

Regulatory Framework  

Describe the laws, regulations, policies and Forest Plan direction that apply to your resource and 

demonstrate how the proposed action is in compliance. All specialists need to complete this section 

because we must demonstrate that all proposed activities comply with law, regulation, policy and the 

Forest Plan. 

If there are no extraordinary circumstances considerations for your resource (nothing for your 

resource included in the list of considerations or the project does not propose actions that require an item 

to be considered), you do not need to do an effects analysis. Instead, you should be focused on 

demonstrating how the project complies with the regulatory framework applicable to your resource.  
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The proposed action has been reviewed and is determined to be in compliance with the management 

framework applicable to this resource. The laws, regulations, policies and Forest Plan direction applicable 

to this project and this resource are as follows: 

[Describe the laws/regs/policies and Forest Plan direction that guide and/or constrain the decision space 

for this resource and the actions proposed.] 

Extraordinary Circumstances 

The mere presence of one or more of the resource conditions (listed below) considered for extraordinary 

circumstances does not preclude use of a categorical exclusion (CE).  It is the existence of a cause-

effect relationship between a proposed action and the potential effect on these resource conditions and 

if such a relationship exists, the degree of the potential effect of a proposed action on these resource 

conditions that determine whether extraordinary circumstances exist.  (36 CFR 220.6(b)) 

In considering extraordinary circumstances, the responsible official should determine whether or not 

any of the listed resources are present, and if so, the degree of the potential effects on the listed 

resources.  If the degree of potential effect raises uncertainty over its significance, then an 

extraordinary circumstance exists, precluding use of a categorical exclusion.  

As the specialist, your job is to articulate the degree of the potential effect, which should be based on the 

existence of a cause-effect relationship between a proposed action and the potential impact on the 

resource.  

Select the appropriate extraordinary circumstance determination for each item below.  

If you have no extraordinary circumstance considerations for your resource: keep the sentence that 

clearly states this and delete rest of the section. Examples of resources that would not have extraordinary 

circumstance considerations would be soils and scenery/visuals. Delete the “Description of 

Spatial/Temporal Bounds”, “Direct/Indirect Effects” and “Cumulative Effects” sections below. Complete 

the Regulatory Framework section. 

If you would have extraordinary circumstance considerations for your resource but do not need to 

consider them for this project because the resource is not found or no activities are proposed that 

would affect it: select the statement that the extraordinary circumstance does not need considered for this 

project. An example of this would be for recreation if there are no wilderness or national recreation 

areas in the project area. The recreation specialist would clarify this situation in the Extraordinary 

Circumstances section but delete the “Description of Spatial/Temporal Bounds”, “Direct/Indirect 

Effects” and “Cumulative Effects” sections below. They would still complete the Regulatory Framework 

section.  

If you determine there are extraordinary circumstance considerations for your resource: complete the 

“Description of Spatial/Temporal Bounds”, “Direct/Indirect Effects” and “Cumulative Effects” sections 

below in order to make the determination on whether extraordinary circumstances exist. Also complete 

the Regulatory Framework section. If you choose “May have” or “Will not have extraordinary 

circumstances associated with the proposed actions”: you need to provide an explanation for your 
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determination. Your explanation should summarize discussions included in the effects analysis to 

clearly demonstrate the rationale for your conclusion.  

If you find an extraordinary circumstance exists (degree of potential effect raises uncertainty over 

its significance), consider the following: Can a mitigation measure be applied or the proposed action 

revised to reduce the degree of the effect and therefore eliminate the extraordinary circumstance? This 

should be discussed with the responsible official and interdisciplinary team as mitigation/revision for one 

resource could affect another resource. If mitigation/revision cannot be done, an EA or EIS must be 

completed because an extraordinary circumstance exists. 

Following are the resource conditions that should be considered in determining whether 

extraordinary circumstances related to a proposed action warrant further analysis and 

documentation in an EA or an EIS: 

1) Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species 

proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive 

species; 

2) Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds; 

3) Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national 

recreation areas; 

4) Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas; 

5) Research natural areas; 

6) American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites; and 

7) Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas.  

 

If you are a specialist that needs to demonstrate regulatory framework compliance but do not need to 

make an extraordinary circumstance determination (e.g. soils, scenery/visuals), keep the following one-

sentence paragraph and delete the remaining portion of this section. For specialists that need to make an 

extraordinary circumstance determination, delete the following one-sentence paragraph and complete the 

remaining section. 

 No extraordinary circumstances need to be considered for this resource. 

 

The following conditions were necessary to consider for this resource and the following 

determinations are made based on a review of the proposed action, required design features, the 

regulatory framework, and necessary analysis for this resource:  

Delete all sections below that do not apply to your resource. Keep the sections that apply to your 

resource and select the applicable extraordinary circumstance determination. For example, if you are an 

archaeologist, you would delete all but the last two sections and then for those two sections select the 

appropriate determination. For those specialists that have species/habitat considerations, only keep the 

subsection that applies to your discipline (wildlife, aquatics and botany).  
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 Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species 

proposed for Federal listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Service sensitive 

species 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Federally Listed Threatened or Endangered Species 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

Wildlife 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Aquatics 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Plants 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

 

Designated Critical Habitat 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

Wildlife 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Aquatics 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Plants 
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[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

 

Species Proposed for Listing 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

Wildlife 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Aquatics 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Plants 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

 

Proposed Critical Habitat 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

Wildlife 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Aquatics 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Plants 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 
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Sensitive Species 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

Wildlife 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Aquatics 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

Plants 

[Identify species/habitat found in the project area for this category and explain why the 

degree of effect is not significant. Or state no species/habitat found in project area for this 

category.] 

 

 Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds; 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Explain Determination: 

 

 Congressionally designated areas, such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or 

national recreation areas; 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Explain Determination:  

 

 Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas; 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Explain Determination:  
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 Research natural areas; 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Explain Determination:  

 

 American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites; 

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Explain Determination: 

 

 Archaeological sites, or historic properties or areas.  

 

Extraordinary Circumstances Determination: 

Choose an item. 

 

Explain Determination: 

Description of the Spatial and Temporal Bounds used for Effects Analyses 

Describe the rationale for determining the temporal bounds (time period) and spatial bounds (area 

considered in the analysis) used for the effects analysis. You may have different spatial/temporal bounds 

based on the different cause-effect relationships (or species).  

Spatial Boundary 

[Description of rationale for spatial bounds. If different boundaries apply based on cause-effect/species, 

specify that.] 

Temporal Boundary 

[Description of rationale for temporal bounds. If different boundaries apply based on cause-effect/species, 

specify that.] 

Direct/Indirect Effects 

Describe any direct/indirect effects to your resource. Effects analysis should address the cause-effect 

relationship(s) identified above for your resource. 

If you have no extraordinary circumstance considerations for your resource, you do not need to 

analyze direct/indirect effects. 
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If you identified a cause-effect relationship but have no extraordinary circumstance considerations, 

you need to demonstrate the proposed actions are in compliance with the regulatory framework but do 

not need to do an effects analysis. If you are struggling with this, contact your team leader and/or line 

officer/responsible official to discuss. 

[Describe the direct/indirect effects.] 

Cumulative Effects 

Check with your team leader to determine if you should be using a pre-determined list of past, present 

and reasonably foreseeable actions. If so, specify whether or not all the actions need to be considered for 

your resource area. If you indicate an action does not need to be considered for your resource, you need 

to provide a brief explanation as to how you reached this conclusion. If you are not using a pre-

determined list, develop a list of past, present and reasonably foreseeable actions that need to be 

considered for your resource. If there are actions that occurred but do not need to be considered, you 

could provide an explanation as to why (i.e. they were considered but it was determined the effects do not 

overlap in either time or space). 

 Remember, if you do not have any direct/indirect effects, there will be no cumulative effects. 

[Insert list or table of past, present and reasonably foreseeable actions.]  

 

[Describe the cumulative effects.] 

 

 

[Specialist's Name, Title] 

[Date] 

 

 


